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/IxoHamar Criom, 33-x niemHud Mazucmp OpHUMO/Io2UU, U3y4aem YHUKAIbHbIU 8UO NMuU,
obumarowudl UcKo4YumesnsHo Ha flansHem Bocmoke, — pblbHo20 usiuHa. Ku3Hb y4eHo20
coCmoum U3 NOCMOSAHHbIX NepemeuleHut Mexay pooHou MuHHecomou u [TpuMOpCKUM Kpaem.

30 HECKOJTBbKO 71em mMaexHblX 3KCneouyuti amepukaHey, NOYmu 8 CO8EpLIEHCIMBe 08/1A0esT PYCCKUM
A3bIKOM U NOJTYYU/T 00CMAMOYHbIL ONbIM, 4YMobel cpasHuU8ame Poccuro ¢ AMepukod.

Ilepemena mect MeHs He cmynaert. S poauics B Bamuurrone
B ceMbe JIUIIOMATa U C IETCTBA K1 B padbe3nax. B Poccun
B IIEPBbIN Pa3 TOXKE 0KA3AJICS [0 CEMEHBIM 00CTOSITEIbCTBAM.
B nauasne 1990-x moero ornia iepesesiv B MOCKBY, a CITYCTsI TTapy
JIeT, — BO Bi1aimBOCTOK B CBA3M C OTKPBITHEM 3/1€Ch TUTIIIOMA-
THYEeCKON Muccuu. MHe GbLJIO MHTEPECHO BCe: JIO/HU, KYJIbTYPa,
npupoza. JKuBs Bo BiagnBocToke, S n3y4a pycCKUI S3BIK B
yHuBepcurere u paboras Bosontepom B «Kopiryce mupas. Ity
OPTaHM3ATII0 OCHOBAJ Tpe3uieHT Kernenn st Toro, 4ToOb!
JIIO/IM BO BCEM MU e He lyMaJIi, 4TO B AMepHKe SKUBYT OJTHU
3apBaBINHECS KATTNTAINCTBL.

OpHHTOJIOTOM £ PelIH CTaTh MOCJIe TOro, KaKk BepHYJICS
Ha poauny. K Tomy BpeMenu st y:xe moGbIiBaJ B yccy puii-
CKOIi Taiire, I03HaKOMUJICS ¢ MECTHBIMH YY€HBIMH, U 9TO
OTIPEe/IeTNIIO HANIPABJIEHHOCTh MOMX MCCJI€IOBAHN I I TUIIBI
Manbuero Boctoka Poccuu. Eciiu Obl He 3HaHME PYyCCKOTO
sI3bIKA, MeHs1 Obl, OXKAIYH, He B3s1yiu B actiupantypy. Ho s
yOeans hakyabTeT B TOM, UTO C MOMMHU 3HAHUSIMU CYMETO
BHECTH BKJIAJl B HAYKY.

B Amepuke MHOTHE yUeHble HHTEPECYIOTCS 1aIbHEBOCTOY-
HBIMH IITHIIAMH, HO €JUHHUIIBI BIA/ICI0OT PYCCKUM SI3BIKOM.
CuauaJia st GbLJI IEPEBOYMKOM, YI4ACTBOBAJ B COBMECTHOM
npoekte MI'Y n Bamunrronckoro ynusepcuteta. Tereps 3a-
HUMAIOCh CAMOCTOSITEJIbHBIMU HCCJIEI0OBAHUSIMH, PAOOTAIO HAJL
JOKTOPCKOI siuccepraiiueil «Biausinue BbIpyOOK Ha TIEBUMX
nruil B keaposaukax Cuxora-Asmnst». Koneuno, 6e3 momoriu
npuMOpcKux opuuTosioros us JIBO PAH s 6bl HU4ero e cMor
cresarh. B mepByio ouepe/in, st 06s13an Cepreio Cypmauy, Kpyii-
HEHTIIeMy B MUPE CTIEIHATICTY 10 peioHOMY (huanay. KeraTw,
HACKOJIBKO 51 3HAI0, KPOME MEHS 1 O{HOTO MOET0 KOJLJIETH, U3Y-
yatorero ntull B Maraganckoil obmactu, na Boctoke Poccun
60JIbIIle HUKTO U3 AMEPUKAHIIEB-OPHUTOJIOTOB He paboTaerT.

Hazno HeMHOTO GOsITbCSI JIeC, UTOObI ero yBazkars. B MuHHe-
COTe, KOT/Ia ThI BXOAUIITD B JIeC, ThI 1yMaelrb: «Hy, B mpun-
I[UTIE, ThI MOKEIIIb TJIe-TO YBUETh MeIBeIsI». A B yccy-
puiicKoe Taiire BcTpeda ¢ IMKUM 3BEPeM — 0OBITHOE IEJI0.
IIpaBna, Turpa st He BcTpeuast. ToabKo BUET C BEPTOJIETA.
HexoTopsie pycckue cioBa s He MOTY TiepeBecTH. Hampumep,
«CUHEXBOCTKa» — IITUYKa, )kuByIias B [Ipumopbe. He 3Haro,
KaK 3TO TO-aHTJINICK.

Kaskas moe3nka B Taiiry — HOBO€ PUKJIIOYEHHE.
O/ HaK bl 3MMOIT TIIeJT TI0 TeYEHUIO TAeKHOU PeKH
MakcuMoBKa 1 BAPYT YBU e AUKOT0 Ko3maa. OH ToXKe To-

CMOTpeJI Ha MeHs, HaBepHOe, NCIIYTAJCSA 1 PBAHYJI IO JTBAY
uyepes peky. A MOCKOJBKY ObIJI TSKEbIM, TTPOBAJIUIICS 1 Ha-
YaJ TOHYTh, pa3OuBast KOIBITAMU U POTaMU MOJBIHBIO. UTO
nenatb? [Ipunnoch mogoiTH U BBITACKUBATD €TI0 JIbIXKHBIMU
mangkaMu. Criacimcs, OH MOIIeNT B PYTYIO CTOPOHY, BpeMs
OT BPEMEHU OTJISIIBIBAsICh Ha MeHs. Buanmo, 061y MbIBaJ
npowusotiejiiee coObITHE.

Korpa s npues:kaio B Poccuio, 1 MeHsiocb. CTaHOBJIIOCH
6oJee TepnUMbIM U TepreuBbiM. K ipuMepy, TpaHciopT.
B Amepuke 3azep:kka peiicoBoro aBTobyca — 9T0 CKaH/al.
A s kak-To 3acTpsiy B TepHee Ha HECKOJIBKO JTHEH, TPUXOKY Ha
aBToCTaHIUMIO, cripamBato: «Koraa 6yzaer crepytommii aBro-
6yc?» Toopsit: «He 3HaeM». «A Korjia 9T0 OyIeT UBBECTHO?» —
«He sraem». Uto meraTh, peIm MATH IENTKOM, 1001 paThCs
Ha nonyTkax. May mo nmocesnky. TyT MeHsI OKJIUKAET KTO-TO:
«391, Ixon!» Oxaszanoch, 3HAKOMBIN IUJIOT U3 aBUaKOMIIA-
Hum «Bragusoctok ABuar. «Tbl kKyna?» — cripaiuBaet. «<Bo
Braausocrtoks. «Hy, naBaii c Hamu». /[oBessu npsmo 10 ro-
poja Ha BeproJete... [Tocsie MHOrOYNCIEHHBIX KCTIEIUITN A,
JIyMaIo, 5T TPUJINYHO BBIYUMJICS PYyTaThCS MTO-PYCCKU.

MeHa OYeHb MHOroe rnpuBse-
kaeT B Poccuu, HO eCTb ABe
BeLLW, KOTOPble A, HAaBEPHOE,
HUKOrOa He Hay4yCb fenaTb
TaK Xe, Kak pycckue. [a-
PUTLCA B OAHAX U MUTb BOAKY.

Pycckue — camocrositebubie goau. OCo0eHHO Te, KTO JKH-
BeT B Taiire. M He Ha KOro HaiesIThcss. MOXKeT pepBaThCs
coobuienue. He Oyzer 3aBoza npoaykTos. Eciiu takoe ciy-
YUTCS B AMEPUKAHCKOM CEJIEHUH, 9TO OyeT KaracTpoda,

a LIS IPUMOPCKUX JiepeBeHb — 0ObiuHOe aBenue. Jloau e-
JIAIOT 3aMachl M HAJCIOTCS TOJBKO Ha cebst. MeHst oHavyasry
VAUBJISAIO, 4TO B AMIy (HeGoIblast OTAaJeHHast IePeBH st

Ha ceBepe [Ipumopckoro kpast. — [Ipum. peji.) HUKTO HUYEro
He BBIOpachiBaeT. YTO-TO CIOMATOCH B XO3SIUCTBE, MY/KHUK U3
capasi BRITACKMBAET MEIIOK ¢ 6apaxJioM 1 BBIYKUBAET OTTY/Ia
JKeJIe3Ky, KOTOPYIo KaK Pa3 MOXKHO MOJIOTHATD.
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N B Poccun, u B AMepuKe y Jo/ieii HCKaKeHHOe MPe/ICTaB-
JieHue ApyT o apyre. /[ymaio, BHHOI TOMY TOCyIapCTBEHHA T
npomnaraujia B obenx crpanax. bosbliie Bcero MeHst yaus-
JISIET, 4TO B TOCJIEJHUE TOABI 9TOT IIPOIECC OCOOEHHO aKTH-
BEH y MEHsI Ha POJIMHE.

MeHnst ouenb MHOTOE IpUBJeKaeT B Poccun, Ho ecTb 1Be
BelllY, KOTOPbIE 5, HABEPHOE, HUKOI/la He HayYyCh /leIaTh
TaK e, Kak pycckue. [lapurhest B 6aHsAX U IUTH BOJAKY.
Jleso, KOHEYHO, He B CAaMOM HAITHTKe. $1, K mpuMepy, 106110
MHOT'O Y4€ro, B TOM YHCJIE U BOIKY, 8 MOU JIOOUMDbIiT HATIH-
TOK — 9TO MOTIaHACKIH Bucku «Jladpoiirs (“Lahproaig” —
M3BICKAHHBII HAITUTOK ¢ TOPQSTHBIM ABIMKOM. — [Tpum. pes.).
Mems nckpenne yauBJiseT: 3aueM U Th Tak MHOro? Kak
aT0? MIHOTIA KAKeTCs, YTO PYCCKUeE C IeTCTBA IPUYYatoTCs
K aJIKOTOJIIO.
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Boamoskno, Tom Yaiite u npas: <I' e Obl S HY IPUKJIOHUI
roJjioBy, TaM — Mo# 1oM». Ho Ha caMoM Jiejie HUHOCTpaHIeM
ObITh yTOMUTENbHO. Kak 51 HU cTapaioch, naxe cobaku B Ta-
€KHOM TToCeJIKe BUAAT Bo MHe gykaka. [lo moxozaxke, aTo an?
Brpouewm, ecTb o/iHa cobauka, KoTopast HA06OPOT, BCEX HO-
POBUT YKYCHUTH, a KO MHe TTPosBIdeT cuMmatuio. Ho cyTn ato
He MeHsteT. VIHoTIa Tak CUJIbHO XOUETCsT XOTsT Obl 4aCOK TIOCTY-
HIaTh POAHYIO PEYb WM BOOOIIE MOGKITH B TUIIIHE. J[oMa 5
WUy B Mara3uH 1 BUIKY IJ1a3a, KOTOPble MeH s cpa3y MOHU-
MAIoT, a B OGIIEHUN ¢ MECTHBIMU MPOJAABIAMU MOCTOSTHHO
BO3HHUKAeET KaKasi-To IBycCMbIcJeHHOCTb. Ho oma 51 ckyuato
o Poccwn u esraio To, 4€T0 371€Ch OOBIYHO He IeTa10: CMOTPIO
xoportiue pycckue Guabmbl (Bpose TapkoBckoro) u yuy npy-
3€il IUTb BOAKY C TOCTAMU.



[xoHaTtaH CnoT ¢ eHol Ha nopore cBoero goma B MMHHecoTe

Johnatan Slaght with his wife at home in Minnesota

AMERICAN ORNITHOLOGIST
IN PRIMORSKY KRAI

Eugeny Pankratiev
Photos by Jonathan C. Slaght

Johnatan Slaght is a 33-year-old ornithologist (Ph.D
Candidate, Wildlife Conservation; University of Minnesota)
who is studying a unique bird species that lives only in the Far
East of Russia — the fish owl. The young American scientist

is always moving between Primorsky Krai and his home in
Minnesota.
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I am ok with moving around. I was born in Washington in

a diplomat’s family and have always been on the move. And
that is how I got to Russia. My father was sent to Moscow and
then in a couple of years to Vladivostok where a diplomatic
mission was being set up. I found everything amazing: people,
culture, nature. While living in Vladivostok I was studying
the Russian language at university and volunteering for the
Peace Corps.

It is only upon coming back home that I decided to become an
ornithologist. By that time I had already visited the Ussuri taiga,
met local researchers, and this defined my research area — birds
of the Russian Far East. But for my Russian language, I would
have never been admitted to postgraduate studies. But I per-
suaded the faculty that my knowledge would make its scientific
contribution.

Many American researchers take their interest in Far Eastern
birds, but few have any command of the Russian language.

I started as a translator, took part in the joint project of the
MSU and Washington University. Now I do independent re-
search and write my doctoral thesis titled «Influence of cut-
tings on songbirds in Sikhote-Alin cedar forests». Certainly,

I would not have been able to do anything without help of
the Far Eastern Branch of the Russian Academy of Science.
First of all, I owe much to Serguei Surmach who is the world’s
number one fish owl researcher. By the way, apart from me
and my colleague who works in Magadan there are no other
Americans working in the Russian Far East.

I change when I come to Russia. I become more tolerant
and patient. Let’s take public transportation as an exam-
ple. In America a bus delay would be a scandal. Once I got
stuck in the village of Ternei for several days. I got to the
bus station to ask when the next bus will leave. And they
answered that they did not know. «And when will you
know?» «We don’t knows. Then I heard somebody call
me — that was a pilot from Vladivostok Air I knew. They
learnt T was also going to Vladivostok and gave me a heli-
copter ride... I think that after many expeditions I have
mastered Russian swear words.

People are very stereotypical about each other both in Russia
and America. I think the state propaganda is to be blamed for
this in both countries. I find it really surprising that this is es-
pecially true for America of these recent years.

Being a foreigner in tiresome. Howsoever I try, even the dogs
in a taiga village see I am a foreigner. Is it my pace that gives
me away? Sometimes I really wish to listen to my mother lan-
guage for at least an hour, or just to be alone. When I go to a
shop in the US a seller understands me, while there is always
some ambiguity in my interaction with Russian shop assist-
ants. But when in the US I miss Russia and do what I nor-
mally do not do while T am here: I watch good Russian mov-
ies (like those by Tarkovsky) and teach my friends to drink
vodka with toasts.
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